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Students protest, march for Palestine 
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Cal State Fullerton students held a pro-Palestine protest on Monday. They marched around campus to protest the latest Israel-Hamas war. 


DELILA GRUBAUGH 
Editor 
BRYAN JIMENEZ 
Asst. Editor 


University protests and encamp- 
ments have raged across the country, 
triggering clashes, police raids and 
thousands of arrests. As more Cali- 


fornia State University campuses ini- 
tiate shows of support, students at Cal 
State Fullerton held a_pro-Palestine 
demonstration last Monday, amassing 
more than a hundred participants. 
The protest follows a ceasefire res- 
olution approved by Associated Stu- 
dents on April 23 that urges universi- 
ty administrators to publicly support 


an end to the conflict and implement 
safeguards for students who have spo- 
ken in support of Palestine. 

The university system has not re- 
sponded to the resolution but released 
a statement on divestment, an issue 
that protests nationwide have de- 
manded universities take action on. 

“In light of its fiduciary responsi- 


bilities and existing policies govern- 
ing the assessment of environmental, 
social, and governance risks, the Cali- 
fornia State University does not intend 
to alter existing investment policies 
related to Israel or the Israel-Hamas 
conflict,” the statement reads, also 
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Communications dean resigns amid controversy 


ALEXCIA NEGRETE 
Editor 


Cal State Fullerton’s Dean of Com- 
munications Bey-Ling Sha has re- 
signed from her position after nearly 
five years, effective immediately. 

The resignation comes after the 
Cinema and Television Arts faculty 
criticized Sha for her decision to re- 
move CTVA Department Chair Gar- 
rett Hart after he held the position for 
10 years. Before Sha resigned, the 
CTVA and the department of Com- 
munications voted unanimously in 
favor of reinstating Hart and voted 
for no confidence in Sha. The Human 
Communications Studies department 
also unanimously passed a resolution 
in support of reinstating Hart. 

The announcement about Sha’s 
resignation was made last Monday 
afternoon by University Provost Amir 
Dabirian in an email sent to faculty. 
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According to the email, Sha stepped 
down from her position to pursue pro- 
fessional and academic opportunities 
as a faculty member. 

“She is going to be our faculty 
member and we wish her well on her 
scholarly and professional activities 
moving forward,” Dabirian said. 

Before coming to CSUF, Sha 
worked at San Diego State Universi- 
ty for a total of 14 years, spending 11 
months as the acting associate dean 
for the College of Professional Stud- 
ies and Fine Arts. 

Before that, Sha worked at the Unit- 
ed States Census Bureau for over five 
years. She attended Purdue Univer- 
sity as an undergraduate student and 
earned a bachelor’s in public relations 
and french. 

On Monday, the Daily Titan suc- 
cessfully sent Sha an email for request 
for comment but received no response. 
While following up Wednesday after- 
noon, the email was undeliverable 
and was bounced back with a message 
stating it was “not authorized to send 
to recipient because the sender isn't on 


the recipient's list of senders to accept 
mail from.” 

The Daily Titan made several more 
attempts to contact Sha Wednesday 
and Thursday afternoon by using 
different email addresses, contacting 
Strategic Communications, calling 
the Communications office and mes- 
saging Sha through social media. 

The Daily Titan contacted campus 
IT and they could not figure out the 
cause of the issue. 

A reporter brought up the email is- 
sue during an interview with Dabirian 
Thursday evening. Dabirian was able 
to successfully send an email to Sha, 
but a minute later, the Daily Titan 
made another unsuccessful attempt to 
email Sha. 

It wasn’t until approximately an 
hour after a reporter spoke to Dabirian 
about the email problem, the Daily Ti- 
tan successfully sent an email to Sha 
with no error message. 

The Daily Titan made another at- 
tempt to contact Sha Friday evening 
via email but did not hear back. 

Dabirian said in an email to the 


Daily Titan that he did not know the 
cause of the email issue but has re- 
ported it to IT. 

In the email to faculty, Dabirian 
wrote that Lisa Kirtman, dean of the 
College of Education, will be serving 
as the executive in charge of the Col- 
lege of Communications. 

The provost is expected to hold lis- 
tening sessions in the next few weeks 
to find an interim dean until a perma- 
nent communications dean is selected. 

With Sha’s resignation from her 
position as Dean, the CTVA faculty 
are still working to reverse her action 
of removing Hart from his position 
as department chair. The faculty are 
expected to meet Tuesday to further 
discuss their concerns with adminis- 
tration. 

“We would like to get our chair re- 
instated and then we need to figure 
out what situation vis a vis the college 
and the university will best serve our 
students,” Cinema Studies Professor 
Rebecca Sheehan wrote in an email to 
the Daily Titan. “Once we figure that 
out, we will be fighting for it.” 
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CSUF to 
operate in 
deficit 


EMILY WILSON 
Editor 


Cal State Fullerton expects to 
operate at a $10 million deficit in 
its overall budget next fiscal year, 
according to Vice President for 
Administration and Finance Alex- 
ander Porter. 

In a presentation to the Academ- 
ic Senate Thursday, Porter said that 
the state of California may not pro- 
vide an extra $240 million in fund- 
ing to the Cal State system for the 
2024-25 fiscal year, despite both 
parties agreeing to that in 2022. 
Instead, the state would defer the 
funding and provide the money in 
the 2025-26 fiscal year. 

However, the CSU will contin- 
ue with its planned expenditures 
for the next fiscal year, creating 
a need for the chancellor’s office 
and CSUF to find other sources 
of funding to maintain the budget. 
The university system is currently 
facing a $1.5 billion deficit. 

“The chancellor’s office will 
basically be using systemwide re- 
serves in order to fund the campus- 
es for the dollars that would have 
been given to us as a baseline for 
24-25,” Porter said. 

According to a report from the 
California Faculty Association last 
October, the CSU system has over 
$8 billion in reserves. 

Porter does not anticipate any 
structural reductions as a result of 
the lack of increased funding. He 
said that the university will use its 
own reserves to cover the $10 mil- 
lion deficit. 

“We’re very fortunate that we 
do have reserves we’re putting into 
these spaces to shore up that gap,” 
said CSUF interim President Syl- 
via Alva at the meeting. “I think 
its really about being strategic, 
being optimistic about the choic- 
es that we have before us, and not 
falling prey to despair and disillu- 
sionment.” 

Porter said the university is ex- 
pected to receive $18 million from 
the chancellor’s office as part of the 
general funding. Additionally, the 
university is projected to receive 
a $20 million increase in revenue 
through the 6% tuition increase. 

“We are expecting to also have 
$48 million dollars worth of ex- 
penditures that we’ll have to meet 
in the subsequent year,’ Porter 
said. “That basically shows us that 
we'll have a structural deficit of 
about 10 million dollars.” 

The current annual operating 
budget of CSUF is around $520 
million, so the deficit covers 
around 1.8% of the overall budget. 
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Congratulations 2024 Grads! 


Get your official CSUF Alumni gear at 
the last Titan Tuesday of the semester 


on May 7th 5% Off 
All CSUF 


ve) _. Apparel 
pai. & Gifts 


FS WZ ~ os a Shop in store or online 
using code ONLINETT 


Not valid on regalia or 


Sell back your textbooks and sae 
return your rentals May 13-17 
at the 2nd floor registers 


} 
+ to our ASC 7024 grad 


shoutou Master’s 


Bachelor’s Ahkila Kolukuloori Aaieraieerne: 


Amey Sunil Kanunje Pranay Netha Guda 
Allyson Romero Fernando Gomez Regina Casey Aniket Kelkar Priya Keshri 
Alyssa Canedo Gilberto Espino Solis | Reid Shimabukuro Ashish Tiwari Rakesh Singh 
Andrew Lane Gisel Barajas Riley Labrador Deepika Kuntamalla Srinivasrao Renu Velhal 
Ashley Cubos Gottie Chavez Samantha Ramirez Dhruti Dhiliphbhai Patel Rishitha Kondabolu 
Betzabel Martinez Haley Nguy Samantha Trujillo Hardik Vagrecha Sahithi Dhuilpala 
Brianna Salcedo Jacey Kinney Sergio Ibarra Harshith Harijeevan Sai Siva Pavan Paruchuri 
Brooke Olson Jayden Lactawen Shreya Bhattacharya Hetal Patel Sai Supreeth Kolaparthy 
Bryan Jardin Jenny (Hae Rin) Song Summer Stevens Hinal Patil Shivansh Nathani 
Bryan Pineda Jessica Ramirez Tammy Cheung JaNae White Shriya Bannikop 
Caitlin Arceno Joslyn Lieu Taylor Moreno Kunal Doshi Spandhana Gandlakurma 
Daisy Lopez Juan Maldonado Yelka Gonzalez-Vargas Lakshmi Sahithi Dhulipala Sreya Ancha Chowdary 
Danielle Asuncion Kalea Santoyo Zayda Lozano Lency Lakhani Srutej Kodiganti 
Desiree Moshiri Kat (Aikaterini) Pappas Mir Tanveer Islam Suseela Poomdla 
Destiny Kuykendall Kelly Chu Nanda Rahul Pinnamaneni Tharunaa Shoban Babu 
Dominic Samaniego Liliana Carrillo Nanditha Kolakaluru Vallari Rajurkar 
Dylan Silva Makenna Hildebrand Naveen Kumar Golla 
Elizabeth Ortiz Maryam Hassan 
Emil Shahbazov Maurice Brooks 
Ate ake ueeene Titan Shops 
Emma Weidman Morgan Grundy 
Ernesto Molina Naydelin Dunn titanshops.com 


Erykah Brannigan — Nii-Kwame Oteng-Quarshie 
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Protest: Students across the nation call for ceasefire in Gaza 
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clarifying that the university system 
does not directly invest any stocks or 
equities. 

The demonstration was organized 
by the school’s Students for Justice in 
Palestine chapter and was held in the 
central quad, gathering a crowd that 
remained peaceful. Police and count- 
er-protesters did not interfere with the 
event. 

Student organizers began the rally 
by orchestrating chants with the use 
of megaphones, drums and crowd 
participation. Several of the slogans 
invoked President Joe Biden and the 


United States’ involvement in the lat- 
est Israel-Hamas war. 

“It’s a human rights issue. If you 
don’t support our cause, then you sup- 
port the killing of over 30,000 people. 
Most of which being innocent women 
and children,” said an event organizer 
who opted to remain unnamed for se- 
curity purposes. “It’s been time that it 
ends. This is going to be the spark for 
a bigger movement.” 

The demonstration began as a stag- 
nant rally that organizers turned into 
a mobile march by leading students 
across campus, garnering attention 
from passing drivers and uninvolved 
students, and eventually circling back 


between Pollak Library and McCar- 
thy Hall where a mock apartheid wall 
stood. 

“They need to stand against some- 
thing like genocide and they need to 
be a voice that stands on the right side 
of history and they’re not doing that 
right now,” said Emily Pruitt, a stu- 
dent who attended the protest, in re- 
gards to campus messaging. 

The on-campus protest was just a 
day after a multi-organization event 
was held at the intersection of Harbor 
Boulevard and Santa Fe on April 28. 
Participants took time to voice sup- 
port for justice and peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 
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Activist groups held a pro-Palestinian protest in Fullerton on April 28 and advocated for peace in the Middle East. 
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CSUF students protested in the central quad before marching around campus. 


The head coordinator of the event, 
Rhonda Sweiss of the Palestinian 
Christians for Justice group, said that 
organization of the protest came pri- 
marily from a need for representation 
in the North Orange County area as 
she felt there weren’t many options for 
local assembling in the Fullerton area. 

Sweiss said being a _ Palestin- 
ian-American herself and having had 
a family that experienced violence 
during Israel’s occupation of Gaza. 
Sweiss added that she felt it was es- 
pecially important to take this time 
to educate onlookers and participants 
about the ongoing injustices faced by 
Palestinians and mobilizing support 
for their cause within the community. 

The event saw several different 
speakers, each sharing personal sto- 
ries and calls to action. One speaker 
was Rahma Zein, the Egyptian jour- 
nalist who went viral in October for 
confronting CNN correspondent Cla- 


rissa Ward for biased reporting at the 
Rafah Border Crossing. In her speech, 
Zein called out those feigning igno- 
rance about the ongoing conflict in the 
Middle East, condemning them for 
not actively advocating for a ceasefire. 

“How could you go about your ev- 
eryday life, knowing such atrocities 
are not just happening but are being 
justified and being condoned by your 
own leaders?” Zein asked. 

Sweiss also highlighted the impor- 
tance of aiding protesting college stu- 
dents, alluding to the times in history 
like the Vietnam War where mobiliza- 
tion of college students assisted in the 
shift of power during major conflict. 

“There’s a lot of power when stu- 
dents start making their voices heard,” 
Sweiss said. “I just noticed, historical- 
ly speaking, that is when you see the 
shift in the movement, that’s when 
you start to see big changes.” 


Budget: University will 
use reserves to cover $10 
million deficit 


ALEXCIA NEGRETE / DAILY TITAN 


CSUF vice president of administration and finance Alexander Porter present- 
ed about the university's budget at Thursday's Academic Senate meeting. 
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Alva said at the meeting that this 
information is based on Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s draft of the CSU budget 
that was released in January, and there 
are still aspects that still need to be 
worked out. 

“We’re waiting for the May revise 
message from the governor, and then 
nothing is official until the end of 
June. And so it’s all still very, very 
fluid,” Alva said. 

According to California’s Legisla- 
tive Analyst’s Office, if Newsom ce- 
ments the funding deferral in May, the 
state will have to pay the CSU an ad- 
ditional $734 million in general fund 
increases beyond the base funding in 
the 2025-26 fiscal year. 

However, California is facing a 
budget deficit in the upcoming years, 
according to the LAO. In the 24-25 
fiscal year, the state could face a $73 
billion deficit. Porter said he hopes 


that the state will honor the agreement 
and pay the university back so the lack 
of funding does not affect the CSU be- 
yond this year. 

“The proposal would deliver the 
same amount of funding per fis- 
cal year as originally outlined in the 
compact, although with additional 
risk to the CSU if the state’s budget 
condition further erodes and the state 
cannot fulfill this restructured com- 
mitment,” said Cal State chancellor 
Mildred Garcia in a statement. 

At the meeting, CFA Fullerton 
Chapter President and Senator Chris 
Brown said that budget presentations 
like the one Porter gave make it seem 
like profit is one of Cal State’s highest 
priorities. 

“It’s very important that this institu- 
tion, the CSU, knows that we’re here 
for our students,” Brown said. “Some- 
times that seems to get lost because 
we're focusing on capital expendi- 
tures and not students.” 
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Sold-out ASI Spring Concert goes on without Quavo 


JESSICA COLLINS 
Asst. Editor 


With a sold-out crowd, Cal State 
Fullerton’s 2024 Spring Concert 
arrived on Saturday night to bring 
students an unforgettable night of 
star-studded performances and exhil- 
arating EDM pop hits. 

Valentino Khan, Cody Ko and sur- 
prise guest DJ ETC!ETC! headlined 
Saturday evening at the music-filled 
night to create a spectacular night for 
students at the Intramural Fields. Rap- 
per Quavo was expected to end the 
night but did not perform at the con- 
cert. Associated Students announced 
that they will be issuing ticket refunds 
to students on Monday. 

Three student performing groups— 
the FullerTones, Bloom and Infinite 
PASAbilities dance group—took the 
stage first to start off the night’s elec- 
tric energy. 

“We all really enjoyed it and we 
were glad that we were able to par- 
ticipate and perform,” said Angelina 
Pintang, an artistic director of Infinite 
PASAbilities who hyped up the crowd 
as the final student performance of the 
night. 

YouTuber and DJ Cody Ko took the 
stage as the opening headliner after 
the student performances, surprising 
fans with his upbeat DJ performance. 

“It was awesome. Energy was cra- 
zy. I didn't know it was going to be 
so many people so I was definitely 
pleasantly surprised,’ Ko said. “It's 
my first time in this sort of environ- 
ment before and so I was nervous, but 
I think it went well and I think it was 
a lot of fun.” 

Ko recently became a DJ in 2022 
alongside being a professional con- 
tent creator on Youtube with over 6 
million followers. To excite fans, Ko 
played many of his own songs during 
his set including “Not Going Home.” 


The Spring Concert is hosted every 
May by ASI. Hip-hop artist Aminé 
headline last year with EDM DJ Chris 
Lorenzo as the opening headliner. 

Bryan Noble, a fourth-year politi- 
cal science major who was attending 
Spring Concert for the first time, said 
he was there specifically to see Ko 
perform as a long-time fan of his. 

“T've never seen any of his sets be- 
fore so it was awesome,” Noble said. 
“It was really kind of surreal being 
able to see one of the YouTubers that 
I admire on stage playing their set.” 

Ko’s set perfectly set the exhil- 
arating EDM DJ tone for the rest of 
the night, giving starstruck students 
excitement for the upcoming main 
headliner, Valentino Khan, a Los An- 
geles-based DJ, later that night. 

Before Khan took the stage, ASI 
surprised the audience by bringing 
out DJ ETC!ETC! to play his own 
set. He is also a Los Angeles-based 
DJ and producer who played a mix of 
popular hit EDM remixes to set the 
stage for the final performance. 

Khan was the final performer of 
the night to replace the event’s main 
headliner, Quavo. During his set, Val- 
entino Khan announced that Quavo 
would not be able to perform at the 
concert due to missing his flight that 
day. 

As the main headliner, Khan ex- 
ceeded fans’ expectations by playing 
a two-hour set filled with energetic 
house music to keep the party going 
for students. To start off his electri- 
fying set, Khan set the stage for his 
performance by playing energetic 
remixes of hit songs like “Waiting 
for Tonight” by Jennifer Lopez and 
“Love Tonight” by Shouse. 

Khan continued to deliver upbeat 
popular songs by playing his most 
popular song “Deep Down Low” for 
fans. His longer improvised set ended 
the night by playing more well-known 
hits like “Skee Yee” by Sexyy Red. 


Alongside the jamming beats, stu- 
dents could also destress before fi- 
nals by engaging in other activities 
the concert had to offer such as ASI 
booths, photo opportunities and face 
painting. 

Food trucks like 


BarcelonaOn- 


“a FPrSneer Dj 


. 


theGo and Kala’s Latin Cuisine also 
made an appearance to give students 
the energy they needed to rave during 
the concert. 

Aymi Ye, a third-year business ma- 
jor who was attending the concert, 
said that she loved the other activities 


being offered because they made her 
feel like she was at a kid’s party again. 

“T love that they were painting fac- 
es. It gave me such a kids party type of 
thing,” Ye said. “I love that and like, 
I also love the rides that were here.” 
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YouTuber and DJ Cody Ko gave electrifying performances of both popular songs and his original tunes during his set. 


PunkCon passes the microphone to marginalized voices 


CAMERON MACEDONIO 
Asst. Editor 


Beyond brightly colored hair, facial 
piercings and mosh pits, the punk mu- 
sic scene possesses layers of history 
and advocacy. PunkCon, a punk rock 
conference which took place Saturday 
at Cal State Fullerton, took special 
care to shed light on representation 
within the genre with an array of per- 
formances and panels. 

Co-founded in 2019 by Marlén 
Rios-Hernandez, a CSUF profes- 
sor of Chicana and Chicano studies, 


PunkCon held its third biennial con- 
ference that is described as “part ac- 
ademic conference, part show.’ To 
Rios-Hernandez, it is important that 
punk stories are told by actual punks, 
not outsiders to the community. 

“In academia, people will arm- 
chair experts who we are and what 
we're about. They’re not from the 
community, they don’t look like us,” 
Rios-Hernandez said. “But they’ll 
write books about us, and they’ll get 
credit for it. But we’re the ones with 
the archive. We’re the ones with the 
stories, and we’re the ones that were 
there.” 


To tell the punk story, the confer- 
ence contained presentations such as 
a discussion on punk education, zine 
making, live bands, drag performanc- 
es and punk journalism. The latter 
panel, which was hosted by ABC 
News producer Stephanie Mendez and 
freelance journalist Candace Hansen, 
elaborated on the need for diverse rep- 
resentation of punks within media. 

“It’s time people learn and know 
about other bands led by people of 
color,’ Mendez said. “Being based 
here in LA where most of the punk 
bands and punk shows are predomi- 
nantly Latinx. And yet when people 


SS ee 


cover punk rock in general nationally, 
how come the LA punk bands aren’t 
getting any kind of recognition?” 

The discussion on punk representa- 
tion continued beyond just highlight- 
ing the existence of punks of color, 
but also highlighted the work that 
queer punks of color have done to cre- 
ate safe havens in areas where people 
of color would otherwise have to face 
discrimination. 

Punk journalism shows that some 
areas aren't just full of white su- 
premacists, but also full of amazing, 
beautiful people consistently fighting 
against that by utilizing music, media 


= 
—e 
rs Ze 


$ College of Humanities and Social Sciences 


Punk duo The Swords of Fatima, made up of members Buko Pan Guerra and Nickei Scott, take the stage at PunkCon. 
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and culture to create a strong commu- 
nity, Hansen said. 

Following the morning panels was 
a lunchtime performance from punk 
duo The Swords of Fatima, consist- 
ing of vocalist and guitarist Buko Pan 
Guerra and drummer Nickei Scott. 
The punk rock veterans’ music is 
driven by cultural awareness, with 
Pan Guerra’s Filipino heritage shining 
bright through an extravagant Filipino 
headdress she wears while perform- 
ing. 

Alongside the cultural awareness 
spread by The Swords of Fatima, Scott 
and Pan Guerra also make music with 
the purpose of educating audiences on 
political topics, such as environmental 
issues and women’s rights. 

The overarching theme of advoca- 
cy resonated with audience members 
like Candace Soto, an attendee who 
was particularly interested in the con- 
ference’s panel on women of color in 
the punk scene. To Soto, PunkCon 
dived more into the complex layers of 
the punk genre rather than what out- 
siders may see on the surface. 

“T think it is a really good event, 
and a lot of people think of punk as 
just stupid or just about the music, but 
this event shows how much more goes 
into it,” Soto said. “There’s a lot of re- 
ally intelligent people doing, making 
and saying really important things.” 

In combining academia with punk 
rock culture, PunkCon’s overall pur- 
pose was to demonstrate the nuances 
within the culture, with a special em- 
phasis on the bricks laid by the first 
punks, which were largely minori- 
ty-identifying individuals that have 
since been largely erased from music 
history. 

“Women, queer, trans, people of 
color are foundational and are not go- 
ing anywhere,” Rios-Hernandez said. 
“Just because you haven’t heard of 
their stories, doesn’t mean that they 
don’t exist.” 
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Opinion 5 


Revive democracy by ending the Electoral College 


EMEKA OGBATUE 
Asst. Editor 


The U.S. proclaims to be the bea- 
con of democracy for the world; yet, 
the way it elects the leader of the free 
world contradicts that assertion. 

U.S. presidents aren’t elected 
through the national popular vote. 
Instead, they are elected through the 
electoral college system. It’s through 
this convoluted system that states like 
California, a leader for the nation’s 
economy as the most populous state, 
have their political power unfairly 
weakened. 

Voters, especially in more populous 
states, deserve to have their voices 
fairly represented in a system that her- 
alds democracy, and that can only be 
achieved by ending the Electoral Col- 
lege. 

According to the Pew Research 
Center, as of 2023 65% of Americans 
want to replace the Electoral College 
system with a popular vote system, 
and it’s not hard to see why. This sys- 
tem breeds frustration. 

“I myself don't really have a full 
understanding on how [the Elec- 
toral College] works, and it kind of 
makes it difficult to gauge how im- 
portant my vote is,” said Nii-Kwame 
Oteng-Quarshie, a senior computer 
science student at Cal State Fullerton. 
"I voted for this guy, but the elector- 
al college decided to make this guy 
president. Does my vote really mean 
anything?” 

In the Electoral College, all states 
are given a number of electoral votes 
based on the total sum of congres- 
sional seats they have. The number 
of seats given is updated after every 
census, and can result in seat gains 
or losses. The District of Columbia, 
which is not a state, is also allot- 
ted electoral votes through the 23rd 
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Amendment, but its vote tally cannot 
exceed the number given to the least 
populous state. 

During an election, if a presidential 
candidate wins a state or D.C.’s pop- 
ular vote — even by just one vote — 
they’re awarded all of their electoral 
votes. The only deviation to this rule 
is in Maine and Nebraska, which also 
award electoral votes to winners of 
the vote in their state’s congressional 
districts. Should a candidate reach at 
least 270 of these electoral votes, they 
win the presidency. 


er 


While on the surface these exten- 
sive rules may seem just, they can 
produce highly controversial and un- 
democratic outcomes. 

For example, the 2016 presidential 
election infamously saw Republican 
candidate Donald Trump win the 
presidency over Democrat Hillary 
Clinton, despite Trump losing the 
popular vote by nearly 2.9 million 
votes. Trump was ultimately elected 
president because he narrowly won in 
states such as Wisconsin and Michi- 
gan, which have significantly smaller 
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populations than California, by tens of 
millions. 

In the aftermath of the 2016 elec- 
tion, some states moved to co-sign 
the National Popular Vote Interstate 
Compact — a legal agreement be- 
tween D.C. and 17 states, including 
California. Its goal is to award their 
electoral votes to whoever wins the 
national popular vote instead of who 
wins in their jurisdictions. This com- 
pact will take effect when the elector- 
al votes of participant states equal or 
exceed 270. 


Summer Session 


In April, Maine joined the compact, 
increasing its electoral force from 205 
to 209. Opponents of the compact say 
it and other efforts to have the national 
popular vote decide presidential elec- 
tions are unconstitutional power grabs 
that heavily favor Democrats and 
damage democracy long-term. 

However, a closer examination of 
the claims made by the compact’s op- 
ponents begins to show holes in their 
arguments. 

“The idea that California and II- 
linois and Maine are going to prom- 
ise to allocate their votes to whoever 
wins the national popular vote. Would 
it be constitutional? Yeah. Would it 
face legal challenges? You bet,” said 
Matthew Jarvis, a political science 
professor at CSUF who specializes 
in research related to elections and 
American politics. 

Jarvis said that the Democratic Par- 
ty has a small voter advantage over the 
GOP, and the current electoral college 
system counters that advantage. 

He also said that even though he be- 
lieves that the National Popular Vote 
Interstate Compact is constitutional, 
he thinks that the current Supreme 
Court, which is strongly conservative 
and untrusted by the public due to ap- 
pointments by former President Don- 
ald Trump, would invalidate the com- 
pact’s legality along partisan lines. 

The lack of faith Jarvis has in the 
current Supreme Court is just one 
example of the consequences of the 
Electoral College. 

A small partisan minority, not just 
in the Supreme Court, but all of our 
government institutions, should not 
have the ability to make destabilizing 
decisions that don’t reflect the will of 
the majority of the country. 

Voters’ voices, especially in popu- 
lous states like California, should be 
heard fairly; ending the Electoral Col- 
lege is one of many steps needed to 
accomplish that goal. 
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Haley Rainey inspires hometown from the pitchers' mound 


NICHOLAS WIRE 
Asst. Editor 


Coming from small town roots, Cal 
State Fullerton softball pitcher Haley 
Rainey has quickly cemented herself 
as a role model and mentor for her 
teammates and hometown through 
her play. 

When Rainey first stepped onto An- 
derson Family Field, she found her- 
self in the shadow of former Big West 
Pitcher of the Year Myka Sutherlin. 
Rather than see this as a negative, 
she immediately attached herself to 
Sutherlin, hoping to learn new ways 
to dominate the mound. 

“She taught me my rise ball last 
year,” Rainey said. “She was just like 
‘what if you just throw a sideways 
curveball’ and I tried it and it worked, 
so now I throw my rise ball like that.” 

A transfer student from Idaho State, 
Rainey had already cemented herself 
at the collegiate level with an impres- 
sive freshman campaign. 

In her freshman year at Idaho State, 
Rainey slotted in at fifth in the Big 
Sky conference ERA rankings with a 
3.35 ERA. It was in that debut season 
that she first encountered CSUF. 

Her Bengals took on CSUF in the 
Purple Classic in Phoenix, Arizona. 
The two teams split a two game set, 
with Rainey responsible for Idaho 
State’s loss in an extra-inning thriller. 

Rainey said she still vividly remem- 
bers the game she lost. 

She pitched a complete game, bat- 
tling through 8.1 innings of work, 
though ultimately giving up a walk- 
off fielder’s choice to Sophia Guevara 
that scored a runner from third base. 


However, her lasting memory was 
not the loss, but the comfort she felt 
among the Titan staff. Despite re- 
ceiving over 30 emails in two weeks, 
once she made herself available in the 
transfer portal, CSUF stood out. 

“There were a lot of places I went 
where they were like “we need a pitch- 
er’ and [CSUF] were like ‘we want 
you, because you’re you’ so, it was 
really nice to feel wanted versus need- 
ed,” Rainey said. 

Growing up in a small town in Lew- 
is County with a population of just 
over 4,000, this inviting and warm 
introduction made her feel like CSUF 
was her home. Now at CSUF, Rainey 
is fueled by inspiration. 

“It’s a big deal for me to show them 
that kids from our town can do this, 
because there’s not very many,” Rain- 
ey said. 

Prior to the start of her collegiate 
career, Rainey had already made a 
name for herself back home as a star 
player on Adna High School’s softball 
team. 

In 2019, Rainey led Adna High 
School to a state championship. An 
all around threat, she led the team in 
batting average and home runs, while 
dominating from the mound with a 
1.87 ERA. 

Rainey graduated with only about 
60 other students and was the only 
Division | recruit of her class which 
made her a hometown hero to the kids 
that watched her, an honor that is im- 
portant to her. 

Carrying this responsibility into 
college, Rainey is not only a mentor 
to kids back home, but also to young 
pitchers on her own team. 

“Rainey’s very coachable. She’s 


one where you know she’s ready to 
get to work mode. She definitely likes 
to give her feedback to other players 
as well,” said Assistant coach Gina 
Oaks Garcia. “She’s overall a great 
teammate. She has this energy about 
her, very infectious. She sets the tone 
with a lot of our other athletes.” 

Following Sutherlin's footsteps, 
Rainey now has fulfilled the role of 
becoming a mentor to her teammate 
Staci Chambers. 

“She’s a go-hard person. I’ve 
learned to never settle for anything. 
Always strive for the best and be the 
best at everything,’ Chambers said. 
“Especially her attitude in game, 
things can go wrong, things can hit 
the fan and she just shakes them off 
like nothing even happened. 

Rainey and Chambers currently sit 
at first and second respectively in Big 
West ERA rankings. Their different 
styles of pitching have complimented 
each other in a way that has found suc- 
cess for the Titans. 

“The obvious is that — she's 
right-handed, I’m left-handed. We 
have different approaches,” Cham- 
bers said. “She works more of the 
down ball with the changeup as well, 
sometimes I work more east-west and 
sometimes up with the changeup. I 
think we complement each other well. 
If you were to put us both together, we 
are one pitcher with seven different 
pitches. It’s really cool.” 

Wth the two pitchers in strong form, 
Rainey and Chambers will be looked 
upon to help the Titans return to the 
NCAA tournament. 

Last year, the Titans piggybacked 
off Sutherlin to earn a berth into the 
NCAA postseason, where they even- 


tually lost two-of-three games in the 
NCAA Tournament Clemson region- 
al. 

Now, at 34-16 overall and 20-4 in 
Big West play, the Titans hope to re- 
peat tournament appearances and win 


the Big West outright. 

“We want to win conference, we 
want to go win regionals, we want to 
go win super regionals, then we want 
to go win the national championship,” 
Rainey said. “That’s the goal.” 
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Junior Haley Rainey leads the Big West with a 1.63 ERA and 145 strikeouts. 
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Softball wins eighth 
straight conference series 


NICHOLAS WIRE 
Asst. Editor 


After dropping the series opener, 
Cal State Fullerton softball cruised to 
a series win over Hawai‘i on the road 
this weekend with the help of efficient 
pitching. 

The Titans were able to maintain 
their conference series streak; they 
have not yet lost a series against a Big 
West team this season. 

Starting pitcher Staci Chambers 
pitched a combined nine scoreless in- 
nings in her two appearances on Sat- 
urday’s double header. 

In the second half of the double- 
header and rubber match of the series, 
the Titans overwhelmed the Rainbow 
Warriors, run-ruling them in six in- 
nings, 8-0. Haley Rainey and Cham- 
bers, the Titans’ two aces, delivered 
scoreless outings as the offense ex- 
ploded behind them. 

Rainey earned her 16th win of the 
season, second in conference behind 
Chambers’ 17. 

To complement their pitching, 
CSUF relied on base running and 
small-ball to power their offense. 
They totalled 14 hits, including RBI 
singles from Kika Ramirez, Sarah 
Perez, Megan Delgadillo and Alexia 
Lopez. The Titans also walked in two 
runs in the fifth. 

In the first game of the double head- 
er, Chambers threw a seven inning 
complete-game shutout, her fourth 
complete-game shutout of the year. 
She also struck out 10 and only al- 
lowed one walk. 

The Titans relied on_ errors, 
base-running and small-ball hitting 
to score once again. In the top of the 
second, Ava Arce reached first on a 
fielder's choice. She then advanced to 
second on an error and third on a wild 
pitch. Peyton Toto then brought her in 
with a sacrifice fly, which proved to be 
the only needed run. 

Arce delivered again in the third 


with a two-run single that brought in 
Bailey Wallace and Perez. 

The Titans added one more run in 
the seventh when Delgadillo stole 
home. CSUF won the front half of the 
double header, 4-0. 

In their series opener on Friday 
afternoon, CSUF strayed from their 
winning formula. Their only run was 
not produced by small-ball; a home 
run from Colby McClinton. 

Despite only surrendering two 
runs, the only runs in the series for the 
Rainbow Warriors, the Titans could 
not cross the plate further in extras 
and lost by a walk-off error in the 10th 
inning. 

One offensive bright spot was Del- 
gadillo, who currently holds the fifth- 
best batting average in the Big west. 
Delgadillo surpassed Sue Lewis for 
most hits in program history, with her 
258th career hit in the 10th inning on 
Friday. 

Delgadillo went 5-for-12 with two 
runs throughout the series. She also 
stole her 37th base of the season. 

Both Rainey and Chambers com- 
bined for 10 innings without allowing 
an earned run, yet the Rainbow War- 
riors capitalized on the Titans’ mis- 
takes. Both runs scored via throwing 
errors from the Titans. 

With the series win, the Titans re- 
cord improves to 34-16 overall and 
20-4 in conference play. They now 
have tied last season’s win total. 

The Titans will play a monumental 
series against Long Beach State next 
weekend, starting on Friday night. 
The Beach are closely behind CSUF 
in the Big West standings, separated 
by one game with a conference title at 
stake. 

Last season, the Beach stole the Big 
West crown with a sweep in the final 
three games of the season. In order to 
win the conference throne, the Titans 
will need to win at least two of three 
against the Beach. 

First pitch is set for 6 p.m. Friday at 
Anderson Family Field. 
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Follow @thedailytitan and submit your answer on 
Instagram for a chance to win a $25 Titan Shops gift card! 


ARIES You're on the verge of a major 
achievement, Aries. Stay focused and 
determined as you cross the finish line. 


TAURUS Enjoy some well-deserved 
relaxation this summer, Taurus. Indulge in 
your favorite hobbies and spend quality 


time with loved ones. 10/23- 


GEMINI Embrace change with open arms, 
Gemini. Your big accomplishment marks 
the beginning of an exciting new chapter 


in life. 


CANCER Focus on self-care and emotional 
well-being this summer, Cancer. Take time 
to recharge and nurture yourself before 
the next chapter begins. 


LEO Let your light shine brightly as you 
graduate, Leo. You've made a lasting 
impact during your time in college, so 
bask in the spotlight. 


VIRGO Stay organized and prepared as 
you close this upcoming chapter, Virgo. 
Your attention to detail will ensure a 
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LIBRA Find balance between work and 

play this summer, Libra. Make time for 
relaxation and fun, but also stay focused on 
your goals. 


SCORPIO Embark on a journey of self- 
discovery this summer, Scorpio. Explore new 
cultures, ideas and perspectives that expand 
your horizons. 


SAGITTARIUS You might be struggling with 
securing career offers, but don’t worry and 
keep an open mind as you enter this phase 
of your life Sagittarius. The world is full of 
endless possibilities, so stay curious 

and adventurous. 


CAPRICORN Use this summer fo lay the 
groundwork for your future endeavors, 
Capricorn. Set ambitious goals and take 
practical steps to achieve them. 


AQUARIUS Embrace your individuality as 
you pursue higher goals, Aquarius. Your 
unique perspective and innovative ideas will 
set you apart. 


PISCES Trust your intuition as you graduate, 
Pisces. Follow your heart and let your 
dreams guide you toward a bright future. 
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Answers to the puzzle are located at the bottom of the page. 


SCORE: 
, player 1: 


player 2: 


SUDOKU & TITAN TRIVIA 
1. When was the Student Health Center ANSWERS 


at Cal State Fullerton established? 


2. Which of the following services is NOT typically 
offered at the Student Health Center of Cal State 


314/5/8 

Fullerton? tlel7i3 2 

a.) 1974 5/17 
b.) 1967 a.) Primary care 61/518/7/41 A 
c.) 1955 b.) Immunizations 2/4 é 
d.) 1982 c.) Mental health counseling 4/8|3/2/5| 3 
d.) Dental services 3 ile 4 = 
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